
The San Francisco Federal Building is an aggressively designed 18-story

skyscraper on the corner of Mission and 7th Street. Designed by Thom

Mayne of Morphosis and ARUP, this innovative 650,000 square foot

building was intended to use natural ventilation for cooling. The building’s

exterior skin of perforated stainless steel consists of a glazing system that

incorporates computer-engineered “glass chimneys.” The chimneys

modulate the amount of natural ventilation across the office tower floors

according to space temperature, outside air temperature, wind speed, wind

direction, and other environmental factors. The building also incorporates

the use of daylighting to reduce electric lighting. Rosendin provided and

installed electrical distribution panels, lighting fixtures, daylight harvesting,

lighting control systems, metered load verification, fire & life safety

systems, and infrastructure for utilities.
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